Lesson 23

Casting Fire Upon Earth
Luke 12:49-59

Icebreaker 1. Here’s a good answering machine message: “I am not available right now, but I thank you for caring enough to call. I am making some changes in my life. If I don’t return your call, you are one of the changes.”

Icebreaker 2. Have you ever foreseen something brewing at work?

Read Luke 12:49-59

1. Jesus speaks of bringing fire on the earth (Vs 49). What’s He referring to?

Possible Answers: (1) Hell/Hades; (2) God’s wrath for sin; (3) the Holy Spirit (tongues of fire) at Pentecost; (4) Division as described in the following verses.

2. In Verse 50 Jesus says He has a baptism to undergo, but John had already baptized him in the Jordan. What baptism do you think He meant?

Possible Answers: (1) The baptism of death at the cross (this is what we are all baptized into); (2) Being fully engulfed in sin on the cross; (3) Separation from God on the cross.

3. Jesus speaks of the division He’ll bring. How does this compare with His message of peace and love?

Lesson Note: This is a fulfillment of prophecy. Micah 7:5-6
4. What are the priorities we should have based on this passage? How do we place priorities on our relationships with family and God?

5. Discussion: Setting relationship priorities in our lives. Possible questions:

1. What situations force us to make decisions based on our priorities? 

2. Are we prepared in advance to make decisions? 

3. How do our actions and reactions show our loved ones Christ’s love? 

4. Do our loved ones know Christ better or worse for having an encounter with us?

5. When you are in Heaven, will you wish you’d been more or less aggressive in spreading the Gospel?

6. What do you think Jesus meant about interpreting the signs of the times?

At another time when Israel was about to crown a King, a similar passage notes the importance of interpreting the signs of the times.

Read 1 Chronicles 12:23-37 (This is a warrior passage, consider having a male read, breezing over the names and numbers.)

7. What do you notice that is unique to the men of Issachar (Ish-a-car)?

Possible Answers: (1) They have the smallest number of men listed; (2) They were chiefs; (3) Only their chiefs are listed; (4) They understood the times and knew what Israel should do.

8. Why is it so important to understand the times? How can we understand the times better?

9. Back in Luke, Jesus says to judge for yourself what is right. Where are you getting your moral leadership from today? Why aren’t you judging for yourself?
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