Lesson 22

Opportunities & Watchfulness
Luke 12:35-48; 13:22-35

Icebreaker 1. Here’s a good prediction about Heaven. When you get there you’ll have 3 surprises waiting: (1) Who’s not there, (2) Who is there, (3) That you are there.

Icebreaker 2. Who was the worst boss you ever worked for? Why?

Read Luke 12:35-48

A wedding banquet at the time would likely have been in the first watch of the night (sunset to 10pm). The second watch was 10pm – 2am and the third watch was 2am to sunrise.

1. Jesus’ meaning in the parable about finding His servants waiting for the master is clear, but Jesus also tells what the master will do for those servants. (Vs 37) How do you interpret Jesus’ message?

There were (and are) 2 lines of thought in this passage. The Greeks thought that Jesus was referring to a Heavenly Kingdom, while the Jews thought Jesus was referring to an Earthly Kingdom. 

2. Jesus changes the parable a bit to a homeowner and thief. (Vs 39) Jesus’ charge here is to be ready constantly (even through the night). How does this give you peace? Do you long for this or dread it? How can we share this knowledge with unbelievers?

3. Peter’s question speaks through the centuries, are these parables for everyone, or specifically for the apostles. (Vs 41) How does Jesus answer?

Jesus’ answer is that anyone who’s been given things to manage will be expected to manage it well. 

4. Jesus speaks of a manager beating the servants while the master is away. How do you think this is applied today?

Possible Answers: (1) Elders of the church; (2) Deacons; (3) Tele-Evangelist; (4) Cult leaders; (5) Preachers; (6) Missionaries; (7) Teachers.

5. While it’s easy to put the burden of this parable on church leaders, it is also clear that everyone has been given something and will be called to account for its use. What has the Lord given you that you should be managing? Are you beating the servants in your care?

Read Luke 13:22-35

6. In Rev 7 it’s discussed that 144,000 are saved. Jesus is asked here specifically this same question. What is Jesus’ response?

7. In this parable Jesus speaks of people from all over entering the Kingdom with some from Israel wanting in. Do you find comfort in this portion of the parable?

We sometimes forget that we are Gentiles and that the salvation we are given is a huge gift, especially when looked at through the filter of the New Testament.

8. In Verses 31-35 Jesus states clearly that nothing can stop Him from His goal, even though He knew He was going to His death. How does this comfort you as you try to use your talents today?

Possible Answers: (1) Jesus faced death, we face at worst ridicule, (2) Jesus conquered His fear and achieved the goal, and so I can use my talents today. 
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