Lesson 21

Mammon, Materialism & Trust 
Luke 12:13-34; 18:18-30

Icebreaker 1. Who here has the biggest family?

Icebreaker 2. How often do you go out to eat in a week?

Read Luke 12:13-21

1. What’s the difference between greed and a desire for security? What are the signs to look for in your life to know that you’ve gone past the line to greed?

2. God wants us to approach Him in prayer with our problems. Like the man in the crowd, do we sometimes ask God in prayer for things with the wrong perspective? How can we keep a spiritual perspective?

We sometimes treat God and Prayer like a lucky charm, when in reality God is the Sovereign Lord ruling over the world.

3. Did Jesus answer the man’s question? What was His answer?

Jesus answered the question by adding perspective. Jesus brought forward the concept that the eternal is more important than material possessions. Preparing for life before death is wise, but neglecting life after death is disastrous.

Read Luke 12:22-34

4. Have you ever known of a child that was concerned about their next meal, or where they would sleep? How do you suppose it makes God feel when we worry about our material state?

5. If you knew that Jesus was returning on December 1st, would your plan for your finances change? 

Possible Answers: (1) Give more to the poor; (2) Give time to Inner City Mission; (3) Participate in other mission work; (4) Help with tasks in the congregation; (5) Reach out to the homeless we see on the way to work.

6. We don’t often consider our “wages” spiritually, but we know just how much we earn at our jobs. Jesus says “Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out” (Vs 33). How can we increase our wages?

Read Luke 18:18-30

7. Is it necessary to be poor to be saved? Is it a sin to be wealthy? Why?

Possible Answers: (1) God gives where appropriate; (2) God uses people with money to finance important works; (3) Different spheres of influence to spread the Gospel; (4) God blesses us according to our talents (Luke 19:12-27)

8. Why is it so difficult for the rich to enter the Kingdom?

Possible Answers: (1) One must learn to save up wealth to have it, changing that habit is difficult; (2) Hoarding money when you are aware of other’s physical needs goes against Jesus’ teachings of love; (3) Because it is such a human desire, one must make it a major goal to be wealthy and therefore put money before God.

9. Jesus doesn’t expect us to give up everything we have, only the things that we are putting before God. Where does Satan attack you on this front? Where do you struggle putting other things before God?

Lesson Note: The Rich Ruler wanted to assure his salvation. We know we are saved. Rom 6:5-9; 10:9-13.
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