Lesson 19

Making the Inside Clean
Luke 11:37–54


Icebreaker 1. What types of patterns or habits do you have in your life?

Icebreaker 2. What’s been the defining point in your Christian walk?

Read Luke 11:37-54

The washing of hands here is ceremonial, not for hygiene. It was used to display an act of becoming “clean” after having been in contact with the “unclean” world.

1. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for outward acts while leaving the inside dirty. How do we reflect this attitude today?

Possible Answers: (1) When we have a high and mighty attitude; (2) A holier than thou attitude; (3) Our motivation for works; (4) Our attitude and judgments toward others.

2. Jesus’ first woe speaks of tithing a tenth of our goods but neglecting justice and love of God. How can we show justice and love for God today?

3. The second woe is against pride. Is it wrong to enjoy a compliment? When do you cross the line in honoring those who deserve honor and loving the most important seat?

4. The third woe likens the Pharisees to unmarked graves. In the time, this would have meant that people became “unclean” by having contact with them. Do we today have a positive or negative affect on those around us?

5. Jesus’ fourth woe was against the experts in the law, because they made people’s burdens too heavy. Do we as Christians with knowledge of the truth make it too difficult for others to be saved?

6. The fifth woe warns that the current generation would be held accountable for the death of all the prophets. That generation also killed the King of the prophets in Jesus. Although we’re not physically killing anyone, do we sometimes hide the word of God from those that need to hear it and turn?

7. The sixth woe warns us against hindering others from knowledge. How can we better share the knowledge of the Truth?

8. Speaking the Truth about Jesus is not always easy. What did speaking these truths cost Jesus?

After this event the Pharisees and experts in the Law began looking for a way to catch Jesus in something He said.

9. Jesus showed how the inside could be unclean in six different ways. What types of things should we be doing today to demonstrate to the world that our inside is clean?
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