Lesson 12

The Touch of Faith
Luke 8:40–56


Icebreaker 1. What is your favorite holiday of the year?

Icebreaker 2. What type of life situations can stretch our faith?

Read Luke 8:40-56

Most commentaries assume the woman’s ailment “subject to bleeding” was related to menstruation. The Greek is rúsei haímatos – “an issue of blood” in Luke, and the Hebrew in Lev 15:19 is zaabaah daam – “her issue blood”. 

1. Other than the physical ailment, why was the “bleeding” of this woman significant in Jewish culture?

In Jewish culture bleeding caused one to be unclean. Since this woman was unclean and touched Jesus, He would be unclean also. See Lev 15:19-30

2. We don’t know much about the woman’s history. Do you think she planned this event or took advantage of an opportunity?

3. How is this woman’s healing different from most others Jesus performed?

The woman required no action from Jesus. Most other healings took at least a word or touch, but in this case the woman was healed by her faith without Jesus even looking at her.

4. Why did Jesus have to ask who touched Him? Do you think He didn’t know who touched Him?

It’s unclear if Jesus knew and wanted the woman to fess up, or if this had been hidden from Him. In any case Jesus tells the woman that it’s her faith that has healed her.

Given that the woman had been unclean for 12 years, it’s likely that she would have been embarrassed about the ailment. She also would likely not have wanted to make a public spectacle before Jesus, but Jesus wanted to make clear that He was available to touch everyone.

5. We often don’t have faith nearly as strong as this woman’s. How can we strengthen our faith as we walk with Christ?

Possible Answers: (1) Experience, learning to trust Him through continual success; (2) Prayer; (3) Bible Study; (4) Looking for Him in everyday life

6. Jairus was going through a difficult time watching his daughter die. What faith must he have had to leave her bedside to seek out Jesus? What can we learn from this in our lives?

There is more power in leaving our problems and seeking out Jesus and His help.

7. Suppose you’re Jairus, what would have been going through your mind as Jesus was on His way to help your only child, but slowed to discuss who touched Him?

8. Discussion: Have you ever faced a serious challenge like that of Jairus? How did you respond in faith? What were the things you did to demonstrate your faith?
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