Lesson 11

Ears to Hear
Luke 8:1–18


Icebreaker 1. What’s the hardest thing you ever had to do?

Icebreaker 2. What is your favorite family vacation spot?

Read Luke 8:1-18

1. Why do you suppose Luke notes in detail the women traveling with Jesus?

It was rare that women would have been allowed to hear a rabbi teach, but it was unheard of that women would support him. Luke tells us more about the women around Jesus than any of the other gospels. 

2. Those working behind the scenes don’t usually get credit for their continual efforts, but without their work the Lord’s church wouldn’t function correctly. What simple things can you do to aid the ministry at Northeast?

There are always needs to be met. Possible answers: (1) Teaching children Sunday mornings; (2) Serving communion; (3) Meals to sick or shut ins; (4) Serve on 1 of several ministry committees; (5) Help organize Zone Group outing or lunch, (6) Letters of encouragement, (7) Be a greeter or usher
3. What points were made in the sermon this morning that hit home with you? Why?

4. Why is it important to understand the different perspectives of people based on their personal history? Give some examples from personal experience.

It is important to understand where people are coming from and a little of what they’re dealing with. Once this is understood, ministering to them is easier and much more effective.

5. Of the 4 soil types, what type is the hardest for you to minister to? Why?

6. When you first heard the Gospel, what type of soil were you?

Use this question to generate discussion about the conversion stories in your small group.

7. What type of soil do you find yourself most like today? What do you do to try to become more like the fertile soil? 

8. How does Jesus admonition “to be sure to pay attention to what you hear” in verse 18 apply to the parable?

For those who are open to the word, the crop will multiply. Those who are not listening are like path people who have the word taken from them.

9. Do you think the farmer of the parable was wasteful with the seed? How does that translate to the application of today?

It is not our responsibility to know where the seed falls, only to scatter it. We can only be responsible for the seed and the soil of our own soul. We scatter seed as we live our lives showing Jesus love to others.
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