Lesson 10

Magnificent Forgiveness
Luke 7:36-50


Icebreaker 1. Other than your spouse, who’s the closest friend you’ve ever had?

Icebreaker 2. What common courtesies do you offer guests in your home?

Possible Answers: (1) Drinks; (2) Snacks; (3) Take coat; (4) Remove shoes; (5) Best chairs; (6) Full attention for conversation; (7) Comfortable environment

Read Luke 7:36-50

1. We know of only a handful of occasions when Jesus shared a meal with the Pharisees or teachers of the Law. Why do you suppose they offered Jesus this honor?

Possible Answers: (1) To share the praise of the people that Jesus enjoyed; (2) To elevate themselves before the people as someone of great spiritual knowledge by association with Jesus; (3) To try to pull this talented teacher into the mainstream of religious philosophy.

2. Why did Jesus choose to dine with Simon the Pharisee on this occasion instead of those who needed Him most?

Possible Answers: (1) To have this opportunity to teach; (2) Jesus loves all men, even the Pharisees

3. What can you tell about the tone of the conversation between Simon the Pharisee and Jesus based on the opening lines of dialog? (Vs. 40)

It appears that Simon was open to at least having a discussion with Jesus and possibly listening to His teaching. Also, his answer does not imply any indignation, condescension or impatience, although these things may have been present. It would appear that Jesus and Simon had some sort of civil dialog up to this point.

4. What can we learn from Jesus’ teaching style in this instance?

Jesus is able to create a teaching moment without causing animosity by carefully using an example out of normal life as a metaphor to speak the truth.

5. Who do the players in the parable represent? (Vs. 41-42)

Simon represents the debtor of 5 denarii, the sinful woman the debt of 50 denarii, and Jesus represents the moneylender.

6. In the parable Jesus mentions that both debts have been canceled. Did Simon also have his sin forgiven on this occasion? How do you suppose Simon felt about Jesus implying He had cancelled Simon’s debt (or that Simon had a debt of sin at all)?

7. Jesus lists several common courtesies that had been denied Him at Simon’s house and detailed how the sinful woman had engaged these tasks. What tasks do you meet for Jesus day to day?

Normally the job of washing guests’ feet would have fallen to the lowest ranking servant in the house. In this case the woman is being shown to willingly serve in this role and even more, to serve using her tears and her hair in the task.

8. Are we today aware of how guilty of sin we are? Are we fully aware of exactly how big our sin debt was before it was forgiven? 

Use this question to generate discussion among the group regarding how we can stay humble and thankful that we as sinners are reconciled to God through Jesus.

9. Are we as a group (or congregation, or church) more like the woman or Simon the Pharisee?

Use this question to generate discussion among the group regarding how we can better reach out to those of the world without alienating them when they walk through the doors. How do we best use our personal experience to establish connections with the un-churched and under-churched that may lead them closer to Christ and His magnificent forgiveness?
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