Lesson 8
Faithfulness
Gal 5:22-23


We know that the word faithfulness comes from the words faith & faithful.

Webster’s - Faith: to believe in something not seen or proven

                            Fidelity to ones promises

                            Belief & trust in, loyalty to GOD

                   Faithful: full of faith

                                 Steadfast in affection or allegiance (loyal)

                                 Firm in adherence to promises

                                 True to facts, to a standard

 Synonyms: loyal, constant, staunch, steadfast, resolute

We know that God is always faithful. He is the same then, now and in the future.

Are we always faithful? 

We know that faithfulness is a "Fruit of the Spirit". We can look at the definitions of what it is and attach one to our walk but I believe we need to look at the Fruits of the Spirit as a whole for a moment. The Fruits of the Spirit of which there are nine are in three groups, and not randomly thrown out there. The 1st group: Love, Joy, Peace. The 2nd group Patience, Kindness, Goodness. The 3rd group Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control. All these are characteristics of the Christian walk and life. We know that the life we lead is built on the solid foundation of Christ Jesus. In its perfect form even the Fruits of the Spirit are set in a progression of how we should be as Christians and each a foundation for the next. First comes Love, which is the foundation for Joy and Peace and the same for the others. The first set of Fruits are what I experience within myself. The next set of Fruits are characteristics we show to others. The last three Fruits are characteristics we show towards GOD. 

As I look at Faithfulness in this way its so hard to put a single definition to it.

The day we are baptized are we automatically " Faithful" ? 

Paul uses the metaphor of Fruit because of the people he was talking to in Galatia which were most likely farmers of sorts. They (and myself) could relate to the idea that Faithfulness isn't automatic. It has to come from growth and not just mere efforts. If you look at how fruit grows it grows from the "inside out" and it takes time. First I have to get past my sins and failures of the past and weaknesses of the present. I used the word fruits earlier, but in reality they are only one "Fruit". As the Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness grow from the inside out, and as I truly look at them as "gifts" of the Holy Spirit my Faithfulness towards God will grow too. 

 Describe how these fruits up to now have worked in your life to help build and strengthen your faithfulness?

An interesting note: in the concordance Faithfulness comes before Faithless which is right before Fallen !!!
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