Lesson 5
Patience
Matt 18:21-35; Psalm 103:8-12

Joke: Freddie, in church for the first time, watched as the ushers passed the offering plates. When they neared the pew where he sat, the boy piped up, “Don’t pay for me, Daddy, I’m under five.”
Icebreaker: What situations do you find it difficult to have patience? How do you attempt to deal with the situation?
1. What does it mean to show patience?
Webster: (1) bearing pains or trials calmly or without complaint; (2) manifesting forbearance under provocation or strain; (3) not hasty or impetuous; (4) steadfast despite opposition, difficulty, or adversity.
Greek: makrothumia comes from makros thumos, or long suffering. The KJV usually translates this as longsuffering.
2. In our daily lives, what types of situations present themselves to showing patience or longsuffering?

Possible Answers: (1) Christians who sin against us; (2) Non Christians who sin against us or offend us with their lifestyles; (3) Daily situations where we can show patience in tense situations; (4) In relationships with people who are hard to love or may just drive us crazy.
Read Matt 18:21-35

3. Which type of Patience do you think Jesus best addresses in this passage? (From question 2)
4. Jesus uses a parable when asked about forgiveness. How does this apply to patience?
Lesson Note: Patience in this situation is better translated as longsuffering. This is how God treats each of us when we deserve to be treated as the second servant.

5. How does this parable relate back to our lives?
Lesson Note: We’ve been forgiven so much by God. It must be really frustrating for Him to see us turn around and be so short suffering with one another.

Read Psalm 103:8-12

6. How does this passage portray the longsuffering or patience of God?

7. When others sin against us, what are the ways we naturally respond? 
8. How can we better respond with patience? 

9. How does patience in our daily lives show the non-churched the fruit of the Spirit?
10. How does having patience in relationships demonstrate Christian love? 

11. When you are able to let the stress go and practice patience, what benefits or rewards do you find?
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