Footsteps of Jesus

Lesson 7: Conviction

Icebreaker:  What dramatic change or action in your life has been induced by your conviction (firm belief) in Christ and Christianity? Did it lead you to a place that you would not have been otherwise?
Alternate Icebreaker:You could say that in today’s culture it is politically incorrect to have any core religious convictions. How are our core Christian beliefs under attack in today’s culture?
One challenge to us as modern Christians is to distinguish between firm convictions (i.e. baptism is a necessary step in salvation) and more flexible religious principles (i.e. the meeting time of Sunday worship service)
I. Jesus confronts those who only abide by the letter of law.
We must through study and prayer distinguish between somewhat flexible spiritual ideals and core beliefs that cannot be adjusted to conform to society. 
a.  (Luke 13: 10-17; Luke 6: 6-11) Jesus challenges the traditions of the Sabbath with these acts of healing on the Sabbath.
b. (John 8: 1-11) Jesus challenges the treatment of an adulterous woman.
c. WHAT IS THE DANGER OF FOLLOWING ONLY THE LETTER OF THE LAW?
II. 
Jesus confronts individuals with understanding and application of spiritual ideals.

(Matt 16: 5-12): Specific warning against the teachings of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
(Matt 23:27-28) Jesus warns of the danger of not internalizing your convictions / beliefs.

Modern example of society’s push to dissolve our core convictions: 

“The DaVinci Code. (This theory erodes and destroys the concept of the uniqueness of Christ).
Have you been confronted /challenged with your core beliefs regarding Christianity?
III. Jesus shares our burdens and we are provided spiritual knowledge through the Word.

a. Our church leaders cannot replace individual study and prayer to establish our core beliefs and convictions; however, our Elders and ministers are resources for helping our spiritual growth in this area.
b. How do you balance the core convictions / beliefs of Christianity with the changing cultural times? (e.g. role of women in church, trend to less formal dress etc.)
IV. Jesus wants our hearts to be pure

(Philippians 4: 8-9)
Some say that the Church is one generation from apostasy - How can we be instrumental in furthering the work of the Church through our personal conviction? 
(I Thessalonians 1: 2-6 ) Example of Paul’s conviction to his work:
We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.  

1Th 1:3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1Th 1:4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,  

1Th 1:5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake.
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