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Footsteps of Jesus 

Lesson 6: Calling 

Ice breaker

What does it mean to be called? Is calling felt? Experienced? Who comes to mind when you think of God ‘calling’ someone? What is the difference between a calling and a mission? Service?

1. Jesus provided examples of calling, service and purpose while on this earth.

Matthew 5:17:

17"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.

Matthew 20:28:
28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Luke 4:43:
43But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent."

Luke 12:49:
49"I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!

Luke 19:10:
10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

John 3:17:
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

John 9:39:

39Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind."

John 10:10:
10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

John 12:47:

47"As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.

John 18:37:

37"You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."

Philippians 2:5-8: 

5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!

2. Jesus calls us to follow him – labor with him

.

Matthew 9:37-38:
37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."

Matthew 28:19-20:
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

3. The Bible indicates God has a calling and/or purpose for Christians.

Thessalonians 1:11:

11With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.

2 Peter 1:3 
3His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.
2 Peter 1:10-11: 

10Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 11and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Romans 12:2-8:
2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

Conclusion

Consider – How does our calling complement Jesus’ example of service?
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