NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST SMALL GROUPS 2007

Footsteps of Jesus 

Lesson 5: Clarity

INTRODUCTION

     What is the meaning of the following quotes?


1. “Good can exist without evil, whereas evil cannot exist without good.” St. Thomas Aquinas

          
2. “Conscience is the sentinel of virtue” Johann Kaspar Lavater

**Let the group discuss the quotes for a while, one at a time, allowing for a great diversity of opinion.**
     Isn’t it something how different people can look at the same statement and come up with such different interpretations?  Why do you think that is?  (different backgrounds, different world views, different focus on certain aspects of the phrase, etc…)  

     Jesus similarly dealt with different interpretations of what he said.  Some things he taught he did so in a veiled way so as to minimize the overt criticism from the religious establishment of his day.  Other things he said very plainly and received immediate responses.  His goal was always to bring clarity to those who sought the truth he came to bring.

STUDY

· Jesus Provided Clarity Through Stories and Parables **read Luke 12:13-21**

· Why did Jesus respond to the man’s dilemma with a story?

· What has the rich man done wrong in Jesus’ story?

· How is that different from saving for retirement or kids college?

· How does one become “rich toward God” (v.21)? 

· What lesson is Jesus teaching?

· Jesus Provided Clarity To Socio-Political Issues of the Time **read Luke 20:20-26**

· Why were they trying to trap him in what he said?

· What did they mean by  “you do not show partiality” (v.21)?

· What issue were they trying to trap Jesus with?

· What was Jesus telling them they should do?

· Luke says that they were “astonished by his answer” (v.26), by what were they astonished?

· What truth does he teach us with his answer?

· Jesus Provided Clarity As To the Real Goal and Focus of Life  **read John 14:1-7**

· What was Jesus preparing his disciples for?

· What place did he intend to prepare for them?

· What is Jesus’ stated goal for his followers? (v. 3 - “that you also may be where I am”)  
· What wrong assumption was the basis for Thomas’ question in v. 5? (he assumed Jesus was going somewhere on the earth)

· What do we learn from Jesus’ answer?

CONCLUSION

     Jesus offered clarity of direction that is unmistakable.  There will always be different ways of interpreting some of what the Bible says but of one thing we can be sure: the ultimate goal of this life is for us to be with him for eternity.  Thank God we can live our lives with the clarity of that purpose.







