Icebreaker: Where is the one place you go to "get away from it all"?  Where's the one place where you're most likely to find peace and quiet?

1.  How would you define "comfort" in light of our study "Footsteps of Jesus"?

A dictionary definition of comfort as a verb is to help (someone) feel at ease or to reassure them.

2. How is comfort different than compassion that we studied last week?

Here are some situations where Jesus showed compassion, how does Jesus comforting play a role?

· Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:33-24)

· Jesus raises the Widow's son (Luke 7:13)

· Jesus touches and heals a man with Leprosy (Mark 1:41)

· Jesus heals the two blind men (Matt 20:31)

Let's look at some passages traditionally thought of as Jesus providing comfort to his disciples

· John 14:1-4, "Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me...."

· John 16:33, "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart! I have overcome the world."

3. What is the context of these passages and do you think the disciples received comfort from Jesus' words?  Why?

4. Are these passages of comfort to you today?  What comfort can we gain from these words of Jesus in our current context/lives?

Let's look at another very familiar passage, but through the lens of "comfort".  Here are the beatitudes as translated by Eugene Patterson in The Message (Matt 5:3-12):

"You're blessed when you're at the end of your rope.  With less of you there is more of God and his rule.

"You're blessed when you feel you've lost what is most dear to you.  Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.

"You're blessed when you're content with just who you are -- no more, no less.  That's the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can't be bought.

"You're blessed when you've worked up a good appetite for God.  He's food and drink in the best meal you'll ever eat.

"You're blessed when you care.  At the moment of being 'care-full,' you find yourselves cared for.

"You're blessed when you get your inside world -- your mind and heart-- put right.  Then you can see God in the outside world.

"You're blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight.  That's when you discover who you really are, and your place in God's family.

"You're blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution.  The persecution drives you even deeper into God's kingdom.

"Not only that -- count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or throw you out to speak lies about you to discredit me.  What it means is that the truth is too close for comfort and they are uncomfortable.  You can be glad when that happens -- give a cheer, even! -- for though they don't like it, I do!  And all heaven applauds.  And know that you are in good company.  My prophets and withnesses have always gotten into this kind of trouble."

5.  How do you think Jesus' disciples (and those there listening) received these words?  Comforting?  Trite?  Revolutionary?  Challenging?

6.  Are these typically versus you think of when you seek comfort from the Bible?  Why?

7.  In the context of our discussion tonight on "comfort", where do the beatitudes fall?  What is comforting about them?  Which do you find more comforting or which (if any) do you find less comforting?

8.  How do you receive comfort from Jesus in your life?

9.  Here's the $64,000: How can we emulate Jesus to be more comforting to others?  How do we leverage the comfort we receive to comfort others?

