NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST SMALL GROUPS 2007

Footsteps of Jesus 

Lesson 10: Conqueror

INTRODUCTION


William I of England was first the Duke of Normandy.   He felt he was the rightful successor to the throne of England and was willing to fight for it.  He amassed a sizeable army of loyalists and mercenaries and sailed across the English Channel to face the armies of England.  The article below is an excerpt of his battle for England in 1066 AD. **Group leader has the option to read or summarize the article as time allows** By persistence and will he was able to do what many before him had tried to do but failed.  Can you imagine what it must have felt like to finally, after marching for months and fighting hand to hand with swords and bows and arrows, to have the crown and title of the King of England handed to you?  Can you describe what that must have felt like to William and his loyal followers?

STUDY
· It Was Thought The Messiah Would Set Up an Earthly Kingdom

·  The Jews expected that the Messiah would rule over Israel on David’s throne (see Is. 9:6-7)

· They believed that he would subdue Israel’s enemies and bring them to world prominence as an independent, unified nation and a world power.  

· They tried to make him king by force (John 6:14-15)

· They didn’t understand when he said he had to die. (Matt. 16:21-23)

· They asked for positions of honor in his kingdom. (Matt. 20:20-23)

· Even after his resurrection they still don’t understand (Acts 1:6)

· Why was it so difficult for them to understand his purpose? (Jesus was a different Messiah from what they had been taught to expect, Death by his enemies doesn’t seem a likely scenario for God’s chosen one, They hoped that they could realize wealth and power by their association with Jesus)

· Jesus’ Kingdom Was Different Than Anyone Imagined

· Jesus’ Kingdom Is Not of This World (See John 18:33-37)

· What is the Kingdom of God? See Luke 17:20-21. (Could mean ‘inside of you’ indicating a spiritual presence within the disciples and foreshadowing the coming of the Holy Spirit –or- could mean ‘in the midst of you’ indicating himself as the essence of God’s Kingdom)

· God established His kingdom within the hearts of His people. The enemy of His kingdom was sin – A Holy God could not co-exist with sinful man.  That enemy could only be defeated by the God’s Son.  

· How does the symbolism Revelation 6:2 show this?

· Jesus tells his followers he has conquered (or overcome) the world. (Jn. 16:33)

· What does he mean by this?

FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS – Conquerors (continued)

· Because of Jesus We Can Now Be “More Than Conquerors” 

· We all sinned and were separated from God – Romans 3:9-20

· We were under the sentence of death for our sins but at just the right time Christ died for us. Romans 5:6-11

· In our baptism, we die to sin and its bondage. Romans 6:1-4

· Because of Jesus’ victory, sin no longer condemns us. Romans 8:1-2

· In Jesus, we are given the victory and are “more than conquerors.”

· Read Romans 8:28-39 – Discuss how it feels to share in the victory of Christ.

APPLICATION


As we follow in the steps of Jesus we too are called to be conquerors.  We are called to conquer the world.  In New Testament times, the Romans with their huge and technologically advanced army had nearly literally conquered the entire inhabited world.  You know that realization was what was on the minds of the people John wrote to as he says “This is the victory that has overcome (conquered) the world, even our faith.” (I John 5:1-5)


Discuss how our faith conquers the world.  How do we like Jesus win victories in our lives that will one day have us receiving a crown of victory like old William I of England – except our crown will be the crown of life.  

William I of England aka William the Conqueror (excerpt from Wikipedia)

Battle of Hastings

On October 13, William received news that the already weakened army led by Harold was approaching from London, and at dawn the next day, William left the castle with his army and advanced towards the enemy, which was numerically similar and which had taken a defensive position atop the Senlac ridge (about seven miles from Hastings, at present day Battle, East Sussex). Harold disposed the English soldiers, over the route which connected to London.[4]
The Battle of Hastings lasted all day. Along the ridge's border, hiding behind a large wall of shields, all English soldiers stood so effectively that, initially, William's army could not even reach the high enemy, suffering a large number of casualties. However, to pursue the many fleeing Normans, many English soldiers broke their ranks so disorderly that William, whose horse had collapsed, could lead some Norman knights who were followed by the rest of the Normans back into the battlefield. Thus, the battle was even while the English wall of shields weakened progressively, to disappearance. Then, William launched an effective wave of arrows over the shields, which decided the Norman victory irrevocably. This resulted in the deaths of Harold—who was likely killed by an arrow by a severe eye-wound—and two of his brothers, Gyrth and Leofwine Godwinson. At dusk, the English army made their last stand. By that night, the Norman victory was complete, and the remaining English soldiers fled in fear.

March to London

For two weeks, William waited for a formal surrender of the English throne, but the Witenagemot proclaimed the quite young Edgar Ætheling instead, without coronation though. Thus, William's next target was London, approaching proudly through the important territories of Kent, via Dover and Canterbury, inspiring fear in the English. However, at London, William's advance was beaten back at London Bridge, and he decided to march westward and to storm London from the northwest. After receiving continental reinforcements, William crossed the Thames at Wallingford, and there he forced the surrender of Archbishop Stigand (one of Edgar's lead supporters), in early December. William reached Berkhamsted a few days later where Ætheling relinquished the English crown personally and the exhausted Saxon noblemen of England surrendered definitively. Although William was acclaimed then as English King, he requested a coronation in London. As William I, he was formally crowned on Christmas day 1066, in Westminster Abbey, by Archbishop Aldred.[4]
