Footsteps of Jesus

Introduction to this series

Most if not all of us know the song – ‘Footsteps of Jesus’. The song chronicles a brief overview of Jesus’ activities while here on earth and makes the point that we will “follow the footsteps of Jesus where ever they go”. It’s a catchy tune and easy to sing and it is a noble and significant commitment for someone to make. But, where did His footsteps go? And what does it mean to each of us to follow in His footsteps?
This 10 lesson series focuses on the life of Jesus and is intended to provide content for small group discussion and personal application. Each lesson is geared primarily towards the Christian but also is broad enough to engage and encourage those who are visiting and/or have not yet named Jesus as their Savior. This series provides self introspection for Christians at all maturity levels and a powerful opportunity to introduce our friends and neighbors to our hope - the faith we have - centered on Jesus. The topics are: 
1. Concrete Foundation

2. Compassion
3. Comfort

4. Care

5. Clarity

6. Calling

7. Conviction

8. Challenge

9. Control

10. Conqueror

Footsteps of Jesus

Lesson 1

Concrete Foundation

Icebreaker

Have you ever walked into a structure and felt ‘off-balanced’? Not quite like going to one of those amusement park attractions where water looks to be flowing uphill but something is just not right and you feel uncomfortable or at least a little disoriented.

Jesus addresses spiritual foundation as a prerequisite to spiritual health and to provide us ‘balance’.

1. Knowledge of Scriptures provides insight into God and a sure path for man
I. Jesus from youth studied scriptures and obeyed God's Law (Lk 2:40, 52)

How do we know that he knew scriptures?
· (Lk 2:46-7 – Jesus at 12 yrs in temple amazed those who heard his understanding)

· (Mt 4 – Jesus quoted scripture as ‘defense’ during temptation from Satan)
· Jesus often taught from scripture, applied the wisdom was obedient to death (Php 2:5-8).

How can we apply his example?
Pursue a life of favor with God and Man

2. Remain like little children – innocent, teachable, and eager to learn

II. Jesus requires disciples to be "teachable" as little children (Mk 10:13-16).

What other qualities do children have that Christians are to immulate?
· Strength in weakness (1Cor 1:27)

· Obedience (Pr 13:1, Eph 6:1, Col 3:20)

· Discipline (Heb 12:7)
How would not being childlike prevent anyone from entering the Kingdom of Heaven?
In order to be a good leader you need to be a good follower.

3. Seek God, take time and prepare to listen
III. Jesus - quiet and solitude When? What was happening when Jesus sought quiet?

· In the Desert – before his Temptation & Ministry

· After the crowd would make him King.

· Before washing the Apostle’s feet

· In the Garden

· During his “trial”

Are there times when you 'just want to be alone'? What are benefits of solitude?
· Restoration (Ps 23:2)
· Peace (1Tim 2:2)

· Promotes Gentleness (1Pet 3:4)

4. Faith, Love and Purity are vital to an effectual Prayer life

IV. Jesus - a man of prayer. Name examples of Jesus praying. 
· During Miracles

· With his Disciples

· Sermon on the Mount

· In the Garden

· On the Cross
How are we instructed to pray?

What is special about prayer?

Prayer provides direct communication with God

End with Song – Footsteps of Jesus, and a Prayer
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