NORTHEAST CHURCH OF CHRIST SMALL GROUPS 2008

The Beatitudes 

Lesson 11: Blessed Are The Peacemakers…

Matthew 5:9

INTRODUCTION


“Peace be with you” which in Hebrew is “shalom” was a common greeting in New Testament times. What do you think the greeter was saying the one being greeted?  What did they mean by “peace”?

Suggestions:

· I come in peace

· May you not be in battle

· I hope you are at peace

· May you not be in any conflict

· I hope no burdens are weighing on you

· I wish you only good.

· Others?

STUDY

1.    Peacemaking is a part of God’s Nature.

· Pharisees portrayed God as a harsh judge with perfection being the only acceptable standard

· To them God was looking for any excuse to condemn sinners and send them away from his presence.

· They considered themselves superior to the social underclass of which the crowd Jesus addressed was largely comprised.

· Jesus is saying that it is those who seek peace and bring peace to others who are like God.

· Jesus indicates that “peacemaking” was a central part of God’s nature.

· Paul later tells the Roman church that “the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” -Romans 14:17
2.   What is a peacemaker?
· One who has the best interests of others at heart.

· Jews considered peace as one’s total well being.  

· What is the relationship between seeking peace and seeking the best interests of others?

· One who doesn’t use anger or conflict to manipulate or get their own way.

· Not one who is looking for a fight

· How might someone use anger to control or manipulate a situation?

· Slow to anger (James 1:19)

· One who engages in conflict where issues need resolved

· “Peace is not the absence of conflict but comes from the healthy resolution of it.”

· What is meant by the quote above?

· One who seeks to reconcile when differences push relationships apart.

· One who is a calming influence when disagreements arise

· One who can gently confront errant thinking or ungodly behavior

· Do you know someone who is always trying to bring people together?
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3. Why are peacemakers called sons of God?

· “Son of God” could mean “a chip off the old block” – resembling their father.

· In what way is God a peacemaker?

· God is a reconciler – His priority is to reconcile man to himself

· Read II Cor. 5:14-21 – Discuss God’s plan of reconciliation.

· A fruit of God’s spirit is peace.

· Read Gal. 5:22-23 – How does the indwelling Spirit bear the fruit of peace?

CONCLUSION

Read James 3:13-18. Answer the following

· What does it mean to “harbor bitter envy” (v.14)

· How does harboring “selfish ambition” affect peace in relationships? (v. 16)

· How do the characteristics of “wisdom that comes down from heaven” affect peace in relationships? (v. 17)

· What is the relationship between peace and righteousness? (v. 18)

For many, the first step to being like God is moving in the direction of peace.  It is being dedicated to being at peace with yourself and others (Rom. 12:18).  It is being determined to bring peace into your relationships.  It means looking out for the best interests of others even if they do not reciprocate (Phil. 2:4).  In so doing, you will be more and more like the Father in Heaven and be called a son of God.  

