The Meek
Part 2
Matt 5: 5

Ice Breaker : 
We've probably all seen the bumper sticker on the backs of motor homes "I'm spending my kids inheritance!" Have you actually thought about the inheritance we leaving our children? It is a spiritual heritage that will lead to Heaven? 

The second half of the Beatitude is "for they will inherit the earth".

Is meant in the literal sense? Take a look around; would you want to inherit this mess? (We tend to think of an inheritance as a gift, something nice perhaps?)
I.
Commentators are split on the meaning of this phrase "inherit the earth":
1. Some believe this is a symbolic expression referring to all of God's promises.
a. They argue that this expression goes back to God's promise to Abraham in Genesis 15 :7
b. Since that land was already inherited by the people of Israel they suggest that its later usage refers symbolically to all of God's promises. 
c. Psalm 25: 12-13; Psalm 37: 9; Psalm 37: 22
2. On the other hand there are those who believe that this refers to all of the blessings and good things in this life.
a. They site passages such as Mark 10: 29-30
b. Proverbs 3: 9-10
c. Paul tells us that all things belong to us 1Cor 3:21
3. Some suggest this has reference to the new heaven and the new earth
a. 2 Peter 3: 13
b. Rev 21: 1
c. In the speech, Jesus does not directly refer to a new heaven or earth.
II.
As we look at the “meek” and the characteristics thereof, also look at the unique relationship between being “meek” and being “physically blessed”.
I. Lets look at the contrast between those who are not meek and those who are the opposite: 
a. The cocky, arrogant, boastful have few friends!
b. The “I'm first” person: (rude, shoving, get-out-of-my-way type) makes many enemies.
c. The short-fused, lose their cool; (impatient ruthless-types will lose most everything.
d. Matt 16:26
e. Look at those who sought to win the world: Genghis Khan, Ceaser, Napoleon, Hitler Where are they in the eyes of man today? 
II. Jesus is the ultimate example of a meek person.

a. In Luke 9: 51; Isa 50: 7  He set his face to Jerusalem
b. With quiet determination he knew what he had to do, and he did it. What he knew he had  to do was Gods will not his own. 

Remember "like a Lamb to the slaughter" he never struck back. Is this foolish? Is this insane?

· There's not a land on this earth that He is not loved in.

· Men of every color national origin bow before Him.
· Jesus is truly "Meek", gentle, kind, loving, forgiving (even to those who killed him).

· His enemies are truly dead but He lives forever.

"Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth"

Are you MEEK ?

· "Mighty" enough to be controlled, disciplined?

· "Emotionally stable" enough to resist temptation?
· "Teachable" enough to know you can't do it alone?

· "Kind" enough to be sensitive, quiet, unselfish?
Some come in chariots

Some come on great horses

One came on a donkey

We come in the name of the Lord 

