Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God - Matthew 5:8

The Call to Heart-Purity

The condition of our heart is of first importance to God

1 Samuel 16:7 "But the Lord said to Samuel, 'Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart"

Proverbs 21:2 "Every man's way is right in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the hearts."

1 Chronicles 29:19, "and giv to my son Solomon a perfect heart to keep Thy commandments, Thy testimonies, and Thy statutes, and to do them all"

2 Chronicles 12:14 King Rehoboam "did evil because he did not set his heart to seek the Lord"

What is it that God is really examining?  When He "looks at" and "weighs" our hearts, what is He doing?
What does pure in heart really mean?  perfect? sinless?

the word "pure" is katharos in Greek; where we get our word catharsis.  In the original Greek it might be used to describe milk or wine that hadn't been diluted with water; or metal that had the impurities purged from it

unmixed, unadulterated, unalloyed

The heart is both the soul and mind 

Proverbs 4:23 "watch over your heart with all diligence, from from it flow the sprints of life"

Matthew 15:19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders."

What is it that's really coming out of our hearts?  What role is it that our hearts really play?
Pure in Heart means more than avoiding outward sins, it means avoiding double-mindedness

Our hearts should be characterized by single-mindedness and undivided devotion.

Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other."

James 4:4 "friendship with the world is hostility towards God... cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hears, you double-minded"

William Barclay translates Matt 5:8 as "Blessed is the man whose motive is always entirely unmixed, for that man shall see God."

What are some times when it's clear our motives are wholly pure?  What is it about these times that's different from others?  Why are our motives more pure then than other times?

Here's the 64 million dollar question:

How can we purify our hearts?
