The Beatitudes

“Persecuted”
Matthew 5:8

Blessed are the persecuted because of righteousness.

For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Ice Breaker: Do you have a certain place (home, a room, scenic overlook etc.) where you feel really safe.
It’s just you and God, (even Satan couldn't get in).
I. The Christian's relationship with God.
1. Happiness is knowing that God is on our side. (Romans 8: 31)

a. We are not persecuted in this country like many others such as Laos, Sudan, Haiti and many others where death is a possibility and a reality. We are however slowly being more and more persecuted openly.
b. What are some examples you've seen in your life of Christian persecution here in America and do they fit in the guidelines of Webster’s def: (to harass or punish in a manner designed to injure, grieve, or afflict: specifically to cause to suffer because of belief).
2. Happiness comes from that God understands what it is like to be persecuted.
a. Isaiah 53: 3-5
b. 1 Peter 2: 21-24
3. Happiness comes from knowing that one IS a child of God regardless.
a. Galatians 4: 6-7
b. John 3: 1

II. The reality of Truth

  1. Happiness comes from knowing that the truth doesn't change. That God is God.

     a) If truth changed, we could never know if being persecuted was deserved or not.

     b) But truth doesn't change.

     c) Hebrews 13: 8

     c) In Malachi 3: 6 God says “I change not".

     d) Psalms 117: 2

  2. Happiness comes from knowing that one has obeyed the truth.
1 Peter 1: 22
John 8: 31-32

  3. Happiness comes from knowing that truth will ultimately prevail.

     8) Romans 2: 2

     9) Psalms 96: 13

    10) Revelation 19: 11

III. The recompense of the wicked.

   1. Happiness comes from knowing that for the wicked there is still hope.

a) Our desires as Christians are not that our persecutors be destroyed, but that they are saved.(Wow... hard one to swallow at times?) 

     b)  While there is time there is hope 2 Peter 3: 9

     c) If our persecution leads to the penitence of ONE of our persecutors, then in such we will 
rejoice.

     d) Hebrews 12:2 tells us about Jesus' attitude.

  2. Happiness is knowing that personal vengeance is not needed.

a) I'm glad I don't have to personally worry about righting all the wrongs done to me in this life.

     b) Romans 12: 19-21

     c) There is certain amount of contentment that comes from that knowledge.

3. Happiness comes from knowing that the impenitent wicked won't get away with wickedness.

d) While this is not what we long for, we can be assured that the wicked will not go unpunished.

    e) 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9

The bottom line is: GOD has the last word!
