Poor in Spirit

Part 2

Matthew 5:3
    3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
ICE BREAKER: Have you ever felt that you were “on the outside” or “not in the right social circles”? How does that make you feel? What do you do about it?


Leaders: May want to discuss peer pressures, keeping up with the Jones’s etc.

Followers of Christ are “INCLUDED” the most important group (God’s Kingdom) and given the KEY to eternal life. We are included in His Kingdom by virtue of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. To show Christ to others and to obey Him, we must be follow the guidelines set forth in His teachings.
II.
What is the relationship of the poor in spirit with the kingdom of heaven?

1. Regarding the kingdom of heaven:

1) Matthew's gospel identifies Jesus as King and Jesus' disciples as His kingdom.

2) Prior to Matthew 5, we have Jesus preaching the gospel of the kingdom (Matthew 4:23).

3) Following Christ’s teachings is the pathway to inherit the Kingdom. Matthew 5, 6, 7 are widely regarding as the characteristics of those who will inhabit the kingdom.

4) The kingdom is Christ's church (Matthew 16:18, 19).
“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

2. Regarding the relationship of the poor in spirit to the kingdom:

1) Some versions read, "For theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

2) The Greek, however, seems to indicate that the kingdom of heaven is composed of these. "For the kingdom of heaven is of them."

3) So what is that relationship?

a. It is a relationship of inclusion.

b. It is a relationship of belonging.

c. It is a relationship of being.

3. In thinking about this relationship, consider these passages.

1) John 13:4-17 - The leader of those in the kingdom is poor in spirit.

2) Matthew 18:1-6 - one cannot be in the kingdom without being poor in spirit.

3) Mark 10:13-16 - the character of those in the kingdom is poor in spirit.

4) Matthew 19:23-30 - the dedication of those in the kingdom is poor in spirit.

III. What are some practical lessons for being poor in spirit?

1. Recognize our complete dependence upon God's mercy (Titus 3:3-5).

2. We must consider everything loss in comparison to Christ (Phil.3:8-11).

3. We must lose self, take up our cross, and follow Jesus. (Matthew 16:24, 25).

4. Consider others before self (Phil.2:2-4).

5. By submitting ourselves one to another (1 Peter 5:5).

CONCLUSION:
1. The poor in spirit are blessed.

2. The poor in spirit compose the kingdom of heaven.

3. Have you made yourself poor in spirit?

Are you looking for that kingdom?
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