Introduction

Study Of Beatitudes
ICEBREAKER:

Have you ever known anyone who seemed to make it their goal to make others miserable? How did you feel while in their presence?
Read: Matthew 5:1-11

    1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them saying: 
    3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
    4Blessed are those who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
    5Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the earth. 
    6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
    7Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
    8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
    9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
    10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

    11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

DISCUSSION:
In Matthew 5, Jesus begins his Sermon on the Mount by teaching those listening about beatitudes. 
Today, although some people may actually enjoy being unhappy, most want to be happy. 

Where do we look for happiness? Fame? Fortune? Love? Pleasures?

Have you heard anyone say, “if only I had…?”. What happens when those ‘if only’s’ come about… do they bring happiness? Lasting happiness? Is one ‘if only’ ever enough?
Those that followed Jesus were needy, downcast, and most certainly searched for happiness. Have times changed all that much? 
1. Consider other biblical passages that address attitudes and actions that please God.

Proverbs 21:3
3 To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.
Romans 8:8 
8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 
Colossians 1:10-12
10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.
Hebrews 11:6:
6And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

2. This lesson series concerns the character of those found in the kingdom of God.
3. All who would be citizens of God's kingdom should study and understand the contents of this great passage. 

4. Each beatitude has 3 components...

1) A declaration of blessing.

a. The word for "blessing" in Greek is MARKARIOS. 

b. The word contains idea of happiness and contentment.

2) A description of attitude.

a. Why these are called the "beatitudes."

b. Attitudes describe who we are.

3) A disposition of blessing.

a. The actual blessing itself and the reason for the happiness.

b. The result from having the attitude described.
5. Each beatitude is emphatic and provides assurance (note ‘will’ or ‘is’ is included in the ‘blessing’).
CONCLUSION:
1. Beatitudes, as a part of the Sermon on the Mount, concerns the kingdom of God. 

2. Beatitudes provide insight into true happiness.

3. Who are the truly blessed people?

1) Happiness is not born of outward circumstances or conditions (Luke 12:15).

2) Neither is it a result of what one fails to have. 

3) Blessedness depends primarily upon what we are.
4. We should strive to please God, first.
Mt. 6:33 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
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