Beatitudes

Blessed Are Those Who Hunger And Thirst For Righteousness (Part 2)
ICE BREAKER: 

Is it possible to be somewhat Righteous? Do we read of somewhat righteous people in the Bible? Is a natural result of earnestly desiring righteousness to be ‘filled’?

DISCUSSION: 
Matthew 5:6 

6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
A Spiritual Appetite for Righteousness - The Christian Diet
Romans 12:1,9

1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.

9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

1. What is Righteousness? 

a. What is the righteousness for which we are to hunger?

i. "The quality of being right or just"--the state or condition which is acceptable to God and which he approves.
ii. It is uprightness of heart/life:  Inward righteousness, one who longs to be good and to do right (1 Samuel 16:7; Matthew 23:23).
iii. A synonym of goodness:  "The state of him who is as he ought to be;"  Integrity, virtue, purity of life, uprightness, correctness in thinking, feeling/acting-- Thayer's Greek English Lexicon (Matthew 3:15; 5:6,10,20; Acts 13:10)" 
b. To be "right" necessarily implies an objective spiritual standard because it must include knowledge of God and His righteousness, Christ/heaven--the righteousness which is of God (Jeremiah 23:6; Job 23:3; Matthew 5:48).  Jesus set our standard and is our standard (John 6:35; Matthew 4:4; Hebrews 1:9; 11:6; Romans 10:17).

c. What is "good"?  Purity of life, correct thinking, feeling, actions vs. immoral living, corrupt thinking, speaking or actions.
2. Who are "blessed" from "Righteousness"?  (Both personal and global impact)
a. Jesus "loved righteousness, and hated iniquity" (Hebrews1:9; cf. Acts 10:38).

b. Barnabas was "a good man," devoted wholly to Christ, and he was generous in hand, heart and in his judgments of others (Acts 11:24; 4:36,37; 9:26-29).
c. "Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good"(Romans 12:1,2,9,21).
Matthew 6:1
1"Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.

Proverbs 14:34
34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.

3. What is the blessing?

a. They are already "blessed."
i. Such longing denotes that they are already in some measure the possessors of that for which they crave: They already, in some degree, possess that for which they hunger and thirst.  Unless one is already righteous in some measure, it would be impossible to yearn to become righteous.
ii. "They have set (addicted) themselves to minister unto the saints" (1 Corinthians 16:15).
b. "They shall be filled;" i.e., the law of cause/effect.
i. If your deepest desire and hunger is to be righteous, no power on earth can prevent you from becoming righteous (Romans 1:16,17; Galatians 6:7,8).
ii. The one who thus hungers and thirsts will seek, and seeking, will find:  "Ask and ye shall receive..."  Jesus describes a desire in this beatitude so intense it seeks fulfillment of that for which it craves (Matthew 7:7; John 4:13,14; 7:37,38).

4. How does one gain Righteousness? How may we develop and strengthen an appetite for the good, and follow Jesus and not the crowd, majority, etc.?

1. By study of the Bible, "the word of life," God's food for the soul:  "Behold his love, goodness, mercy"  (Psalm 1:1-3).
2. Practice doing what you know to be right, obeying God, and begin now:  "Repent and do the first works" (Revelation 2:5).
3. Pray to God without ceasing, and worship faithfully in spirit and truth (1Thessalonians 5:17; Hebrews 10:24,25; John 4:23,24; 17:17; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians16:1,2; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16).
4. Abide in the word of Christ, the fellowship of His disciples and receive their encouragement to engage in all good works (Titus 3:1).

Use "prove all things" to determine between good and evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22). 

1. Does the Bible condemn or warn against it? (2 Timothy 3:16,17).
2. Will it injure, hurt/cause the downfall of other people, or cause me to be a stumbling block to them?  (Romans 14:15, 21; Matthew 18:6,7).
3. Will it hurt my influence? "A good name is..." (Proverbs 22:1).
4. Will this bring me into close companionship with evil?

CONCLUSION 
They shall be filled.

1. With all that God has to offer:  His kingdom/righteousness, the highest degree and quality of life now and eternal forgiveness and joy hereafter (Acts 7:52; 17:31; 24:24,25).
2. Such hunger and thirst lead to a richer, fuller, more abiding possession and satisfaction, of that for which they hunger now and eternally. (Acts 10:34,35).
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