Lesson 9

The Seven
Acts 6:1-7

Joke: Young Philip announced to his mother after church, “Mom, I’ve decided to become a minister when I grow up.”

“That’s ok with me. But what made you decide that?”

“Well, I’ll have to go to church on Sunday’s anyway, so I figure it will be more fun to stand up and yell, than to sit down and listen.”

Icebreaker: There are many tasks that must be completed in the church body. What tasks do you least envy?

Read Acts 6:1-7

The Grecian Jews were Jews from Greek countries, probably converted at Pentecost. The Hebraic Jews were those from Palestine. Widows of the time were almost entirely dependent on men of their family or the community for support. It was common for Jewish widows to return to Palestine to receive the needed support.

1. How do you think the widows could have been neglected?

2. We sometimes think the early church was a body without problems. In this passage we are given a glimpse into an issue of the day. Why do you think Luke included this information in the text?

Possible Answers: (1) He wanted to discuss the reason the first deacons were appointed; (2) His narrative was heading toward Steven and this was the beginning of Steven’s story; (3) He wanted to show that not everything was perfect. (4) He wanted to begin Paul’s story and it was important to know about Steven to understand Paul’s beginning.

3. People sometimes criticize the church today because of internal issues. This passage brings to light that until Jesus comes again, there will not be a perfect church. Do you find it divisive or sinful that the Grecian Jews spoke out about this issue?

It was apparently necessary for the Grecian Jews to bring this up as there were widows not being cared for, possibly because of a language barrier. We aren’t told if this was a major rift or if it was a calm discussion.

4. In verse 2 the Twelve use the phrase “wait on tables.” Does this strike you in a positive or negative way?

5. In verse 2, the NIV uses the word “wait”, but the KJV uses the word “serve”. The Greek uses the word “diakoneín” which means, “to be an attendant”. This is the root for the English word “deacon”. It’s generally accepted that these Seven were the first men to serve in the role we now call Deacon. How would you compare the work they were given to the type of work Deacons do today?

6. Why do you think the apostles thought it was important to choose men that were “full of the Spirit and wisdom?”

Possible Answers: (1) They were going to be solving disputes and it would be necessary to be respected; (2) They were being put into a leadership role and needed to be strong Christians; (3) They needed to be viewed by all as above reproach.

It seems appropriate to read the qualifications for a deacon given by Paul later in his life.

Read 1 Timothy 3:8-13

7. In thinking about the Seven, how did they fit into these qualifications?

Possible Answers – Good Fit: (1) Well respected; (2) Faith with a clear conscience; (3) Tested first, not new converts and accepted by the church.

Possible Answers – Not Told: (1) Not indulging in much wine; (2) Not pursuing dishonest gain; (3) Not told about their wives; (4) Not told about their children or families.

8. In the end, the word of God spread. Do you think that the Seven were instrumental in allowing the word to be spread? Why do you think that Luke mentions that priests were becoming obedient to the faith?

Priests were charged with many of the tasks we associate with Deacons, they likely saw that the church was developing into a caring body that could sustain itself and this made an impact. Additionally, the word was becoming so well known that even priests could see the truth of Jesus.
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