Lesson 8

Worthy of the Name
Acts 5:17-42

Joke: Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage. He didn’t have to hear about all the men she could have married, and she didn’t have to hear about the way his mother cooks.

Icebreaker: Have you ever know someone who’s been to prison? What was their perspective from the inside?

Read Acts 5:17-33

1. How does this account remind you of the previous appearance before the Sanhedrin (4:1-22)?

Possible Similarities: (1) Don’t preach in the name; (2) Jailed; (3) Strong argument from Peter. 

Possible Differences: (1) Flogged; (2) Prison break; (3) All apostles instead of Peter and John; (4) No single miracle to push the events.

2. As an apostle, what would you be feeling during the prison break (18-21)?

3. What are the apostles charged with this time? What was the charge last time (4:2)?

Lesson Note: In Acts 5 the apostles are charged with preaching in the name of Jesus, and gaining more popularity than the Sanhedrin. In Acts 4, Peter and John were accused of preaching resurrection.

4. What are the major points in Peter’s defensive argument?

Possible Answers: (1) Obey God not man; (2) Jesus was resurrected; (3) Sanhedrin had Jesus killed and was guilty of His blood; (4) Jesus is Prince and Savior; (5) Jesus is at God’s right hand; (6) Jesus saves; (7) The apostles and Holy Spirit are witnesses.

Read Acts 5:34-42

5. What else do we know about Gamaliel?

Lesson Note: In Acts 22:3 Paul tells us that he studied under Gamaliel in his argument for being a zealous Jew.

6. Is Gamaliel’s argument still relevant to us today? How?

Possible Answers: (1) New ideas are not always bad ideas; (2) Test ideas against the scriptures to see if they are in line with God’s will; (3) God can speak to us in many ways; (4) God’s plans will succeed with or without our help; (5) You don’t want to find yourself fighting against God.

7. Gamaliel mentions other “sects” that have come and gone. What types of major issues have you seen fade into nothing because they weren’t from God?

8. This is the first record of the apostles being flogged. Flogging involved 39 lashes (40-1, Deut 25:3). This was a serious physical penalty and did result occasionally in death. This is the same punishment that Jesus received before His crucifixion (Matt 27:26). We’re told the apostles come away rejoicing because they were found worthy of the name. 

Discussion: Do you rejoice in your trials? How can we keep the proper prospective about our current situation as the apostles did?

9. Currently it’s not legal to pray in schools in the United States. What would it be like if the Supreme Court ruled that it was no longer legal to pray at all? What if Congress made worship illegal? To what lengths would you go to keep worshiping God and proclaiming your faith? 

Are you worthy of the name of Jesus?
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