Lesson 7

Fear God
Acts 5:1-11

Joke: Mrs. Smith and her daughter Betty were outside the church building watching the comings and goings of a wedding. After it was over, Betty asked, “Why did the bride change her mind?” 

Mrs. Smith said, “What do you mean, ‘change her mind’?”

“Well,” said Betty, “she went into the church with one man and came out with another.”
Icebreaker: As a child, what punishments did your parents hand out for lying?

Read Acts 5:1-11

1. Why did Ananias and Sapphira want to make a contribution?

Possible Answers: (1) Keep up with the Jones’; (2) Pride; (3) Peer pressure; (4) Arrogance; (5) Wanted to be seen as generous; (6) Piousness.

2. Where is the sin in this act?

Lesson Note: Ananias and Sapphira sinned in lying to God. They would have been perfectly justified if only they would have been truthful about keeping a portion of the proceeds.

3. As word got around about this event, what do you suppose happened to Peter’s reputation? 

Possible Answers: (1) After facing the Sadducees defiantly he now has the power with a word to kill; (2) Fear; (3) Holy respect; (4) Reverence.

4. Considering that God was only supposed to do this type of thing for Jews in the temple, what effect would this event have had on the reputation of the early church? 

Possible Answers: (1) They’re not fooling around; (2) Weird stuff is happening there; (3) God is there; (4) Spiritual confusion; (5) Many would believe as they see God acting.

Read I Chronicles 13:5-10

5. How does this story about Uzzah remind you of Ananias and Sapphira?

Read Joshua 7:1; 19-26

6. How does this story relate to the story of Ananias and Sapphira?

7. In all of these stories, how is God viewed?

Possible Answers: (1) A lucky charm; (2) Not living; (3) Ignorant; (4) Not revered.

8. What’s your reaction to God’s judgment in these three stories?

Possible Answers: (1) It seems harsh; (2) Who am I to judge; (3) It seems justified as there was no reverence for God; (4) It must be just as God is always just.

9. Discussion: In our lives today do we always treat God with proper respect and reverence?

10. Ananias and Sapphira chose to withhold money from God while publicly saying they were giving it all. What in your life do you withhold from God privately?

Read these scriptures to put God’s holiness in perspective.

Read: Psalm 5:7; 11:4; 65:4; 138:2

Page 1

