Lesson 6

Church Growth
Acts 1-5

Joke: Conversation with God: God how long is a million years to you? Son, a million years is like a second to me. God, how much is a million dollars to you? Son, a million dollars is like a penny to me. God, can I have one of your pennies? Just a second, Son.

Icebreaker: Have you ever been part of a church that was expanding? What positive spiritual fruit did you see during the process?

To this point in our study of Acts we’ve looked closely at how we can apply the story to our lives. We’ve seen the church grow from a few dozen people in Acts 1 to 3,000 in Acts 2, then to 5,000 in Acts 4. In this lesson we’ll look at the plan for church growth recorded for us in the first part of Acts.

Read Acts 2:40-47, 3:11, 4:4, 5:12-14

1. We see the church growing quickly though this time. What do you think was drawing people to the church?

Possible Answers: (1) God opening eyes/hearts to truth; (2) Miracles; (3) Something going on – excitement; (4) Powerful preaching.

Obviously the church was growing quickly. This kind of growth would have surely brought logistic issues. Let’s think about how these issues were handled.

2. Where did the church meet? 

Possible Answers: (1) Solomon’s Colonnade – Acts 5:12; (2) Temple courts Acts 2:46; (3) In homes – Acts 2:46.

3. Obviously Solomon’s Colonnade and Temple were built to hold thousands of people. Where do you think the church met when they ran out of room?

4. Did the church meet all at once on Sunday morning, or in smaller gatherings?

Possible Answers: (1) They met daily in Solomon’s Colonnade/Temple Courts Acts 2:46; (2) They met in smaller gatherings in homes – like Small Groups – Acts 2:46.

5. What barriers did the early church overcome to enjoy this growth?

Possible Answers: (1) Persecution; (2) Meeting in a Jewish worship area; (3) No church building; (4) Distance from people’s homes (no cars); (5) Meeting times interfering with work and Jewish worship times; (6) Fear from outsiders after Ananias and Sapphira.

Over the past several lessons we’ve looked at the spiritual barriers to growth. Now let’s examine the logistical barriers in the 21st century keeping the early church example in mind.

6. What are some of the logistical barriers for church growth today?

Possible Answers: (1) Meeting place - property; (2) Parking; (3) Building size; (4) Classroom space.

We’re blessed at Northeast to have 15 ACRES of land on Loop 275 positioned between 2 major highways. Currently we’re using 4.5 ACRES of developed land. It should be noted that we do not have direct access to Reed Hartman.

Lesson Note: When working with church growth information, the 80% Rule is used. This is a standard rule that’s used in planning for public structures. When 80% of the capacity is used, the people using the facility perceive that the facility is at capacity. In other words the users feel that the facility is full at 80%. For our purposes, the rule means that when we are at 80% of capacity we run the real risk of a visitor not feeling there’s room for them. 

7. While the early church didn’t have to contend with parking, it’s a part of our everyday existence. Today we are out of parking at Northeast.

	Total Parking
	80% Parking
	Average used Spaces for Worship

	191
	153
	185


We need 237 spaces to support a worship assembly of 406 people.

What do you think we should do about our parking shortage?

Possible Answers: (1) Re-strip to squeeze in more spaces;(2) Encourage ride share; (3) Use parking attendants; (4) Valet into the grass out back; (5) Build more parking.

Answer Notes: (1-2) Temporary fix that doesn’t address the overall problem; (3-4) May alleviate the issue in the short term, but in the long term will not address the problem.

8. Today we hold services in an auditorium that’s been built specifically for our purpose. 

1. Auditorium built in YEAR – 1972

a. Capacity – 340

2. Last expansion in YEAR – 1996
3. Auditorium current capacity – 500 Architect estimate (540 Fire code) 
a. 80% Rule capacity – 400 Architect estimate (432 Fire code)

b. Average Sunday morning for the last 6 weeks (2005) – 406

c. Same Sunday’s in 2004 – 379

d. Same Sunday’s in 2001 – 366

What do you see as the options for the church considering these trends?

Possible Answers: (1) Use two services; (2) Get everyone to squeeze in to fit more in the seats; (3) Expand the building.

Answer Notes: (1) The elders have decided that the two service solution may be used short term, but long term the body needs to meet together. (2) Squeezing people in is a temporary fix, but many will be uncomfortable and we may turn people off.

9. We’ve undergone several expansions of classrooms at the building. We are currently using all available rooms for Sunday morning and Wednesday night meetings.

Total Classrooms available – 18

1. West Wing (Old wing) – 11 (includes AP room, Old Kitchen and Nursery)

2. East Wing (New wing) – 4

3. Basement – 3

We also use 5 rooms for offices (Grady, Tim, Bev, HFHC and China) and 1 for a teacher workroom.
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What do you see as the options for gaining additional classroom space?

Possible Answers: (1) Have fewer classes; (2) Combine children’s age groups; (3) Get temporary buildings like schools use; (4) Expand the building.

Answer Notes: (1) It’s difficult to teach the word without classes. This is a non-biblical approach; (2) Combining age groups will alleviate the problem, but it will also hinder our children from gaining the deep spiritual growth that we all desire; (3) This is a good temporary fix that is being researched.

10. Our building has been used effectively for the last 30 years, thanks to the faith and foresight of four families who mortgaged their own homes to start this congregation. What do you want future members to say about our actions 30 years from now?
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