Lesson 5

Speak Out
Acts 4:1-31

Joke: A new preacher visited a children’s class. After observing for a few minutes he asked the question, “Who tore down the walls of Jericho?” To which little Tommy quickly answered , “It wasn’t me!”
Icebreaker: Describe a time when you felt right about breaking the rules.

Lesson Note: In lesson 4 we discussed how Peter and John had healed a crippled man before going into the temple courts to teach. In lesson 5 we’ll discuss the consequences of this action.

Read Acts 4:1-31

1. Who was upset with the teaching of Peter and John? Why would they dispute the teaching?

Peter and John were preaching of the resurrected Christ, the Sadducees held that there was no resurrection of the dead.

2. Peter and John earned their first recorded night in jail, what were the other fruits of their labor that afternoon?

We’re told that the church grew to about 5,000 men, the second growth spurt recorded. 

3. How do you think Peter and John were thinking and feeling while jailed by the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem? What do you think the believers where thinking?

Possible Answers: (1) This just happened to Jesus; (2) Peter thinks he can follow Jesus; (3) Fear; (4) Fulfillment of Jesus prophesy that they would suffer persecution; (5) Expecting execution, possibly crucifixion; (6) Honored to suffer for Jesus.

Lesson Note: Annas was the high priest of the Jews, but the Romans had removed him and put Caiaphas in his place. Since the high priest was a lifetime appointment the Jews still recognized Annas as high priest.

4. How would you describe Peter’s demeanor before the rulers and teachers of the law the next day? (Vs. 8 ff)

Peter took the offensive and actually preached the good news that Jesus was risen to the Sadducees.

5. What was Peter’s central point that is still central and undeniable today? (Vs. 12)

Peter proclaimed that there is no other name by which men must be saved.

5b. How does this undeniable fact affect us today in a world of tolerance and diversity?

Possible Answers: (1) World religions are seen as acceptable; (2) We are seen as extremist because we won’t compromise; (3) We sometimes hesitate to preach Jesus as boldly as we should; (4) Because of our timidity the cause of Christ is sometimes hindered.

6. The leaders of the day saw the courage of these “unschooled, ordinary men” and took note. How does this give you courage?

Possible Answers: (1) God often uses the ordinary to achieve great things; (2) God looks at the heart, not the things of man; (3) God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called; (4) Even an unschooled, ordinary person can have an effect on non-Christians; (5) You don’t have to be a scholar to be used for evangelism.

7. The disciples pray a powerful prayer in 23-31. They begin by recounting powerful works previously shown to them. Why do you think this is important?

8. What is the focus of their prayer? How or why do you think God responded and fulfilled their request?

They prayed to speak the word with great boldness. This is directly in the will of God and He responded with power as He still does today, although not often with tremors.

9. In what situations can you speak the word of the Lord more boldly?

Possible Answers: (1) Public prayer; (2) Openness at work/school; (3) Gently taking opportunities to speak with friends and acquaintances; (4) Leading a group discussion or class; (5) Taking on a role in the body that stretches you.
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