Lesson 4

Miracle
Acts 3

Joke: It was bedtime for Timmy and Jimmy who were staying overnight with their grandparents. While kneeling to say his prayers, Timmy began praying at the top of his lungs, “Dear God, for Christmas I want some video games, a motor bike, a DVD player…” 

“Whoa,” Jimmy hollered, “Why are you yelling? God ain’t deaf.”

“I know God’s not dear,” replied Timmy. “But Grandma is!”

Icebreaker: What are your favorite times of the day to pray?

Read Acts 3:1-10

Lesson Note: There were three times of prayer for devout Jews: (1) 9 AM, the third hour; (2) 3 PM, the ninth hour; (3) Sunset. Devout Jews would go to the temple during these times for prayers. Jews also believed that giving to the poor brought blessings from God. 

1. What did this beggar do to maximize his income from begging?

Possible Answers: (1) Crippled; (2) Beg at the “beautiful” gate; (3) Beg at prayer time; (4) Beg where the most pious would pass by.

2. Where does this type of “work” still go on today? What types of things do they do to make more money?

Possible Answers: (1) Downtown panhandlers; (2) Poor children in other countries begging from tourist; (3) Gypsies in Europe; (4) “Will work for food” sign holders on the corner.

3. Why didn’t the beggar want to look at Peter and John?

Possible Answers: (1) Shame; (2) Found it got him more money; (3) He was already looking elsewhere for money.

4. The power of Jesus healed the beggar’s crippled legs. Has Jesus ever healed some crippled area of your life?

Read Acts 3:11-26

5. How does this situation remind you of Pentecost?

Possible Answers: (1) Peter uses a teachable moment; (2) Peter again gets the stage to preach Christ; (3) Peter again recaps what the Jews did to Christ; (4) Peter tells them the Good News.

6. What type of information does Peter use for his second sermon?

Peter again uses the Old Testament to preach Jesus. This is the most effective information with Jews.

7. Peter again demonstrates using a teachable moment to meet people where they are. How can we do the same when we come across today’s beggars?

Possible Answers: (1) Remember that all have a soul to win; (2) Help the needy when we can; (3) Look past the request to the real need.

8. Peter met a man’s physical need and a lot of people recognized the significance. How can we create these kinds of teachable moments? 

Possible Answers: (1) Meeting the physical needs of others; (2) Helping the poor; (3) Working at food kitchens; (4) Working with inner city ministries.

9. Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you.” What do you have that can be used in these situations?

Possible Answers: (1) Money; (2) Time; (3) The Good News about Jesus; (4) A house to sleep in; (5) A blanket; (6) A drink of water; (7) Compassion.
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