Lesson 3

Fellowship
Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37

Icebreaker: How did you feel about going to church when you were a kid? Compare that to the experience you have now and “eelings” you have attending and being involved with the Northeast Church. How has your faith grown since you were but a child?
Read Acts 2:42-47

1. This is our first glimpse at the early church. What do we find going on?

Possible Answers: (1) Meeting in homes; (2) Having dinner parties; (3) Spending time together; (4) Prayer; (5) Study (Bible); (6) Communion; (7) Evangelism; (8) Sharing material blessings.

2. What do you devote yourself to daily?

3. What made the early church so appealing to outsiders?

Possible Answers: (1) Spiritual vitality; (2) Love for each other; (3) Openness to others; (4) Miracles; (5) Great preaching.

4. If you had been invited to be a part of the community, what would have been your reaction?

Possible Answers: (1) Too touchy-feely; (2) Too much spirit moving; (3) Too much like a cult; (4) Great Spirit; (5) “The LORD has come!”

5. What’s the closest you’ve come to experiencing the kind of close fellowship described in this passage?

6. What keeps the church from experiencing this type of fellowship now?

Read Acts 4:32-37

7. How does this compare to the previous passage of Acts 2:42-47?

8. How does the church today demonstrate this kind of charity to the needy?

Possible Answers: (1) Benevolence; (2) Missions; (3) Special Collections; (4) Reaching out to the needy; (5) Shut-In Ministry; (6) Supporting Christian businesses.

9. If you were in need, whom would you go to? (Job loss, major medical or property loss that’s not insured)

Possible Answers: (1) Parents; (2) Siblings; (3) Friends; (4) A bank; (5) Government; (6) Small Group; (7) Church.

10. Have you ever had opportunity to assist someone with a need? 

11. What would an outsider find attractive about the type of body described in these passages?

12. How well does our congregation fit with this picture of fellowship? Does it show through to newcomers and outsiders?
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