Lesson 2

Pentecost
Acts 2:1-41

Joke: At a church meeting one night, a very rich man rose to give his testimony. He told of making his first million and how he attributed all his wealth to the rich blessings of God in his life. He then told of his turning point of faith. After earning his first dollar he had been at a church meeting where a missionary was speaking. Knowing he had only the one-dollar bill he knew he must give it all to God or nothing at all. He gave it all to God and gave Him the glory for being a millionaire.

Everyone was deeply moved by the story. As he returned to his seat, an elderly woman leaned over the pew and said “Wonderful story! I dare you to do it again.”

Icebreaker: Have you ever traveled where you didn’t speak the language? Describe what that felt like.

Lesson Note: Pentecost is Greek for “fiftieth day”. Pentecost was the fiftieth day after the Sabbath of Passover week. Pentecost is the term Greek-speaking Jews used for the Feast of Weeks (Lev 23:15-21, Deu 16:9-12), the Feast of Harvest (Ex 23:16) or the Day of Firstfruits (Num 28:26-31). In second century Judaism Pentecost was regarded as the day when the law was given at Sinai.

Read Acts 2:1-13

1. What do you suppose the tongues of fire could represent?

Possible Answers: (1) Tongues as different languages; (2) Fire symbolizing God’s purifying presence;  (3) Fire was one of God’s forms in the Desert; (4) Fire that was seen as God delivered the law to Moses on Mount Sinai (Ex 19:19-18); (5) Baptism with fire from Luke 3:16.

2. Pentecost was a Harvest Feast. How does this symbolize what’s going on with the Apostles?

Pentecost was a time to give God a first fruit offering from the Harvest. The same thing is happening with the church. The Apostles are the first fruits of the Harvest of believers.

3. What a group of translators this must have been! Do you think this scene in modern times would still draw a crowd at a mall? Why was it so impressive that there were so many languages being spoken?

Read Acts 2:14-41 (Break this up for ease of reading)
4. How has Peter changed in the short time from Christ crucifixion until Pentecost? (Compare John 18:25-27 and John 20:19)

5. Peter gives a very impressive sermon in this passage. What does he use as his attention getter?

6. Why did Peter use so much Old Testament scripture to prove his point? Does a lack of scripture knowledge (and memorization) sometimes stifle your readiness to speak out?

Peter’s audience was Jewish and was familiar with and accepted the Old Testament scripture as fact. This provided a great starting point for preaching Jesus.

7. What is the central point of Peter’s argument about the life of Christ?

These are the very people who had seen Jesus. They did not doubt His historical existence. They had also seen His miracles so they did not question the veracity of these facts either. While these are important points (even to us today) the central point in the story of Jesus is that He was raised from the dead.
8. After Peter has gotten the people’s attention and made his case, all that was left was the action step in Acts 2:38. How does this verse move you?

Application

9. Looking at the example of Peter’s speech, how can we apply this today? The first thing is an attention getter. What does this look like in today’s world?

Possible Answers: (1) Death or illness that someone’s close to; (2) Natural disasters; (3) Other life events (Birth’s, marriages, divorces); (4) Job losses; (5) Seeing how Jesus has and is working in our lives in the details.

10. After Peter has the people’s attention, he begins to make a case for Christ. How can we use these attention-getting situations to make our case for Christ?

We must meet people where they are and be prepared to explain how Jesus changes the complexion of the situation. There is no sermon we can learn, but we must learn to apply our faith to the situation.

Conclusion

Wouldn’t this be a different passage without Acts 2:38-39 being included? We mustn’t stop here; lead your friends into a new life with Christ. 

Don’t forget that Peter and the others waited on the Lord until the Lord called them to action at Pentecost. We too must wait expectantly on the Lord, ready to do His will. When the time comes and you see the Lord moving, be as bold as Peter in delivering the Good News.
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