Lesson 15

Peter’s Escape
Acts 12

Joke: A seven year old was overheard praying, “Lord, if you can’t make me a better boy, don’t worry about it. I’m having a real good time like I am.”

Icebreaker: When was the last time you felt like pinching yourself to see if you were dreaming?

Read Acts 12:1-19

Lesson Note: See the end of the lesson for details on the Herod family, as well as notes on some of their major appearances in the Bible.
1. How does this story about Peter’s arrest and James’ death remind you of Jesus’ trial?

2. How do you feel about the fact that God miraculously saved Peter, but allowed James to die a martyr’s death?

3. How would you have reacted if you had been at this prayer vigil for Peter and then been the one to hear him at the door?

4. If the church was so fervently praying for Peter, why were they so surprised when he showed up at the door?

5. Do we sometimes also get surprised when prayers are answered?

6. Do we pray for those of our number in prison as fervently as the early church?

7. We’re given a glimpse into the core group of Christians in Jerusalem in this passage. Who is the James mentioned in Vs 17?

Lesson Note: This is James the brother of Jesus. He becomes a church leader in Jerusalem after Jesus resurrection and eventually writes the book of James. (See Gal 1:19)

Read Acts 12:19b-25

8. How did Herod sin to be punished like this?

9. Why do you think Luke included this bit of unrelated history? 

Lesson Note: Because Luke included this piece of information we have a solid point on a time line. Josephus states that Herod Agrippa I died at Caesarea in 44 AD. The account by Josephus, while not identical to Luke’s account, is similar in many respects: On the second day of a festival, Herod Agrippa appeared in the theater with a robe made of silver. When it sparkled in the sun, the people cried out flatteries and declared him to be a god. The king, carried away by the flattery, saw an owl (an omen of death) sitting on a nearby rope, and immediately was struck with severe stomach pains. He was carried off to his house and died five days later. The mention of worms with death adds a humiliating note to the scene. (cf. Jdt 16:17; 2 Macc 9:9; cf. also Josephus, Ant. 17.6.5 [17.168-170])

10. With this bit of history we see the end of the second phase of Jesus’ prophesy of the spread of the gospel (Acts 1:8). Based on Jesus’ prophesy, what do you expect to happen to the gospel next?

The Herod Family

Four generations of the Herod family are mentioned in the Bible. 


Herod the Great


(Murdered children in Bethlehem)





Aristobulus


(Brother of Herodias)





Herod Antipas


(John the Baptist, Jesus trial)





Herodias


(Sister of Aristobulus)





Herod Agrippa I


(Killed Apostle James)





Herod Agrippa II


(Paul’s Trial)





Cypros


(Wife of Aristobulus)
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