Lesson 14

Cornelius
Acts 10 – 11:18

Joke: Search Committee Bulletin Announcement

“Next Sunday our ‘try-out’ preacher will be Tim Jones. If you would like to see the previous ‘try-outs’, you will find them hanging in the vestibule.”

Icebreaker: What types of dreams or visions have you experienced that led your life in a particular way?

Read Acts 10:1-8; 9-22

1. What things can be discerned about Cornelius’ character?

Possible answers: (1) Roman soldier; (2) Wealthy; (3) Godly man; (4) Prayerful man; (5) Leader of men and family; (6) Well respected by Jews; (7) Generous; (8) God fearing.

2. What is Cornelius’ reaction to the angel in verse 4? 

3. Peter’s opinion of clean and unclean was drastically changed in this story. Are there things in our lives today that may be similar, non-salvation issues that we hold dear?

Possible Answers: (1) Church meeting times; (2) Music in the church; (3) Building expansion; (4) Past sins that aren’t forgotten.

4. After Peter had been given direction from the Spirit, how did he respond? 

Lesson Note: Peter seemed to realize that something was going on. Upon greeting the messengers he seemed curious about what was happening.

Read Acts 10:23b-48

5. What is Cornelius’ reaction to meeting Peter?

Lesson Note: Compare this with Cornelius’ reaction to seeing an angel. Cornelius appears to have had some time to think about what is happening and he has been further humbled by God’s attention to him.

6. How would you describe Peter’s attitude as he first met Cornelius? (Vs. 28-29)

7. After hearing Cornelius’ story, Peter begins to preach. How does this sermon differ from the sermons recorded in Acts 2 and 3?

Possible Answers: (1) Very few Old Testament references, and paraphrases at that; (2) Concentrated on a loving God; (3) Talked about a compassionate healer in Jesus; (4) Discussed the Crucifixion and Resurrection; (5) He still used the common history of the audience; they had been witnesses to all he spoke about.

8. This is the only instance that the Holy Spirit is given before baptism. What message was God trying to get across to Peter?

Lesson Note: God was using this series of events (including the three-fold vision) to tell Peter that Gentiles were accepted in the church. While to us this may seem an incidental fact, to the Jews this was earth-shattering news. 

In conclusion, read Acts 11:1-18 to see how Peter’s fellow Christians responded to the good news that Gentiles were accepted into the Lord’s church.

9. Do we sometimes judge before we know if a person’s acts are spirit led? How is the Lord speaking to you today?
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