Lesson 13

Spread the Word
Acts 9:32-42; 11:19-30

Joke: The preacher was invited over for dinner and asked to lead in prayer for the meal. After a brief prayer, little Fred said approvingly, “You don’t pray so long when you’re hungry, do you?”

Icebreaker: What gifts has the Lord given you for ministry? How are you using them?

Read Acts 9:32-42

1. Does Peter’s healing of Aeneas remind you of any of Jesus’ miracles?

2. What was the purpose of miracles in the first century?

Lesson Note: Miracles were used as proof of God’s truth. See Acts 14:3; 2 Cor 12:12

3. What do we know about Tabitha? What were her gifts?

4. Have you known anyone like Tabitha? How did that person affect those around them?

5. How did the Lord use sickness and death in a good woman to show His glory and spread the word? 

6. How do sickness and death spread the gospel today?

7. What is significant about Peter staying with Simon the Tanner?

Lesson Note: Tanners would have routinely touched dead animals and therefore would have been continually unclean. This is a hint of how Peter is already breaking out of his Jewish thinking.

Read Acts 11:19-30

Lesson Note: Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman Empire (behind Rome and Alexandria) and was a very important city. The population in Antioch was about 500,000. The apostles would have obviously wanted to know what was going on in Antioch.

It’s significant that the disciples were first called Christians at Antioch. Jewish converts to the Way would not have considered putting the word Christ in this context, as the Christ was holy.

8. Barnabas appears to have gained more respect in the church at Jerusalem. They now send him out to minister to the most influential Roman city and to see how the gentiles are receiving the word. What is Barnabas’ reaction to the gentiles’ faith?

9. Approximately nine years have passed since Saul’s conversion. Why do you think Barnabas went to find Saul?

10. What does Luke record about Barnabas’ character in this passage? 

11. Do you think that Luke was recording the general opinion of Barnabas or was drawing from his personal feelings for Barnabas?

12. Do you think it was easy for Barnabas to find Saul in Tarsus?

13. What can we do to use our gifts as effectively as Barnabas?
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