Lesson 11

Philip's Journeys
Acts 8:4-40

Joke: Charlie Jones was a pious man who had been head usher for 75 years. On his 105th birthday he quit going to church. When asked why he said, “When I got to be 90, I expected God to take me home any day. But then I turned 95, then 100, and 105. So I figure God is very busy and must’ve forgotten about me – and I don’t want to remind Him.

Icebreaker: What’s your favorite Bible story or Bible character?

Read Acts 8:4-25

Lesson Note: The Philip discussed in Acts 8 is Philip of the Seven, not the Apostle.

1. In Acts 1:8 Jesus prophesies about the Good News being preached and spreading. How do verses 4 and 5 fit into this prophesy?

Jesus says that the apostles will be witnesses in Jerusalem (story up till now), and in all Judea and Samaria (story beginning with Philip), and to the ends of the earth (Paul’s Missionary Journeys). We now start Part 2 of the story of Acts where the Good News will be preached in all of Judea and Samaria.

2. Both Philip and Stephen (Acts 6:8) were performing miracles. How did they receive this gift of miraculous powers? 

The Apostles were able to pass on this power to those they chose. Apparently this was imparted in Acts 6:6 at the commission of the Seven. 

3. What did Simon and Philip have in common? How did they differ?

Possible Compare Answers: (1) Both performed miracles; (2) Both were regarded highly by the people; (3) Both were attracting attention with their miracles.

Possible Contrast Answers: (1) Simon was out for himself; (2) Simon was greedy; (3) Philip was preaching and living for Christ; (4) Simon could truly heal.

4. Why did Peter and John go to Samaria? 

Lesson Note: Samaritans were considered half-breeds, as they were an intermixed race of Jews and foreigners after the resettlement of the Assyrians in 722 BC. Remember that this is the same John who asked Jesus if they should call down fire from heaven to destroy a Samaritan village. They probably wanted to confirm for themselves that Samaritans were being converted.

5. Why had the people been baptized and not received the Holy Spirit?

Lesson Note: There are only a few instances where we see the Spirit not being received at Baptism. In this story and in the story of Cornelius, God is clearly demonstrating to Peter that non-Jews can become Christians. 

In this instance, the reference to the Spirit was more likely understood in the first century as the spiritual gifts that were given by the Apostles. Note the reference that Simon wants these gifts also. He is therefore present but did not receive the gifts. This would appear to suggest that only some, possibly the leaders, received the gifts. 

I Corinthians 13:8 talks about tongues being stilled and prophecies ceasing in reference to the short term nature of the early gifts. These gifts were meant to lead the early church while no scripture was present.

Read Acts 8:26-40

6. The Ethiopian eunuch needed someone to explain scripture to him. Do you sometimes feel this way? 

7. Have you ever been on the side of Philip and had the opportunity to explain scripture to someone else?

8. If a “Philip” could answer your toughest question about faith, what would that question be?

9. The Ethiopian eunuch was traveling along a desert road. How would you describe the road you’ve been traveling down lately?

10. Imagine being the eunuch and truthfully saying, “He baptized me and that was the last I saw of him.” How has the person who baptized you been an influence on your life? 
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