Lesson 10

First Martyr
Acts 6:8-8:3

Bulletin Goofs 

1. Thursday night – Potluck supper. Prayer and medication to follow.

2. For those who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs

3. You’ll want to attend the National Prayer and Fasting Conference. Your registration fee includes three meals.

4. During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed the rare privilege of hearing a good sermon.

Icebreaker: Can you think of a traumatic event in you life that God has used for good?

Read Acts 6:8-15

1. From the few verses in this passage and also in Acts 6:1-7, what do we know about Stephen?

Possible Answers: (1) 1 of first Seven Deacons (Vs 5); (2) Full of faith and of the Holy Spirit (Vs 5); (3) Full of wisdom (Vs 3); (4) Servant (Vs 5); (5) Performed miracles after the apostles laid their hands on him (Vs 8); (6) Excellent debater (Vs 10).

2. How does this passage remind you of Jesus’ trial? (Matt 26:59-61)

Possible Answers: (1) Jesus was also accused of saying He’d destroy the temple; (2) False witnesses were brought against Jesus; (3) Jesus also stood before the Sanhedrin; (4) Stephen was likely standing before the same High Priest Caiaphas; (5) The outcome was a death sentence in both cases.

Read Acts 7:1-47

3. Do you sense any animosity from the Sanhedrin through this passage of scripture? Do you suppose there was much head nodding in the room, or were there angry stares?

4. Stephen makes a large argument based on the history of the Israelites. What other defenses does this remind you of? 

Possible Answers: (1) Peter’s sermon in Acts 2; (2) Peter’s sermon in Acts 4; (3) Nathan before David in 2 Sam 12.

5. What are the main points in Stephen’s defense to this point about the following issues?

A. In regards to the accusation of destroying the temple?

a. Abraham worshiped God before there was a temple

b. Circumcision was established before there was a temple

c. David carried out God’s will before there was a temple

B. In regards to his speaking against the law?

a. Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him and sold him into slavery

b. God appointed Moses a prophet yet the people asked him “Who made you ruler and judge over us?”

c. Despite the great deliverance from Egypt, the people turned to idols

Read Acts 7:48 – 8:3

6. Stephen quickly turns a detailed defense into a powerful accusation. How is this accusation different from the things that Jesus or Peter said to the Sanhedrin?

Possible Answers: (1) Not much different; (2) Very pointed; (3) Jesus and Peter were both very popular with the general population, a position Stephen had not attained.

Lesson Note: Stoning was a form of communal execution prescribed in the Old Testament for blasphemy. While the details of each incident are likely different, the process involved the community throwing stones at someone until they were dead. 

7. How does Stephen’s death remind you of Christ’s death? 

Possible Answers: (1) Never found guilty of crime; (2) Prayed for God to receive his spirit; (3) Prayed for forgiveness for those killing him.

8. Peter’s speech before the Sanhedrin led to mass conversion, while Stephen’s led to his death. What does that teach us about success in one’s service to God?

Stephen’s death was the catalyst for the persecution of the church (8:1). The end result of this persecution was the spread of the Gospel to all of Judea and Samaria as prophesied by Christ in Acts 1:8. From this point on we’ll begin to see Saul (Paul) become an integral part of the story.
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