Lesson 1

Ascension

Acts 1:1-11

Icebreaker: Luke / Acts is a continuous narrative that describes the life and events of Christ and His followers as Christ’s ministry and the Early Church begins.  In these books we have a BIOGRAPHY of Christ at our disposal. A biography is an account of the series of events making up a person’s life. With that definition in mind, who would you like to write the biography of your life? What perspective does this person have on your life that would be enlightening?

Author Info: Luke is the accepted author of both Luke and Acts. His name doesn’t appear in either text, but he is referred to in Col 4:14 as Paul’s “dear friend Luke, the doctor” and in Phm 24 as Paul’s “fellow worker”. We know Luke was a doctor from Col 4, and see evidence of his occupation in Luke and Acts.

General study note: In Acts it should be noted when Luke switches between using the pronoun “he” to “we.” These small changes provide important information about whether or not Luke was present during the events described.

Read Acts 1:1-11

1. How does Acts pick up where Luke left off?

Possible Answers: (1) Theophilus is the addressee of both books; (2) The works are broken at the cross (roughly); (3) The works are broken between Old Testament and New Testament.

2. How long does this passage of scripture span?

We sometimes think that Jesus was on the Earth for a short period of time after his death. In fact it was 40 days.

3. What or how do you think the disciples interpreted Jesus mention of the Holy Spirit? (Vs 5-6)

4. What does being baptized by the Holy Spirit mean to you?

5. Do you immediately sense a change in the attitudes of the Apostles?

Lesson Note: Almost immediately the Apostles, and Peter in particular, seem to stop asking questions and start quoting scripture and explaining prophesy. One exception is verse 6 which seems to have the same tone as when the Apostles were learning from Jesus.

6. In verse 8, Luke uses a quote from Jesus to give an outline to Acts. What does it say, and what outline can you infer from it?

Luke’s outline shows concentric circles starting in Jerusalem, moving to Judea and Samaria (Paul’s missionary journeys) and ending in Rome (the world).

7. Imagine the scene on the Mount of Olives (Vs 12) as Jesus is ascending. Based on this description what are your thoughts of the details of the day? What do you suppose the angels meant by He’ll “come back in the same way you have seen Him go into Heaven”?

8. The Apostles were certainly changed by Jesus’ resurrection. If they hadn’t been sure of it, they would not have endured all the suffering still to come for Jesus’ name. How do you explain this same effect that Jesus’ resurrection has had on your life to non-believers?

9. How do you see yourself fitting into the Gospel’s ever widening circle that started on a hill in Israel?
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